
Mahindra KUV100 and Maruti Suzuki Vitara Brezza, two firsts from
two big India car-makers, lock horns for compact supremacy
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COMPACT WARS



ARUTI SUZUKI MADE QUITE A NOISE 
before launching their new Vitara Brezza, which 
is their fi rst compact SUV in India. It looks 
good, comes packed with a lot of features and 
has the trusted 1.3-litre DDiS motor, which 

made the Swift great in India. But what is the 
point of doing a standard, standalone road test 

when we can pit it against a newcomer, the 
KUV100, which, honestly, poses a serious threat to the 

Brezza. And it comes from the house of Mahindra, who are 
well known for their SUVs.

Both these compact SUVs have something special to offer to 
potential buyers; for us, however, the moot point in this comparison 
was to explore the vividness of these two SUVs and see how the facts 
stack up. I couldn’t resist the temptations to compare these two 
compact SUVs for they differ in character, specifi cations and price 
but they still enjoy the privilege of being in the same segment. It’s 
like choosing between a chicken burger from McDonald’s and 
Burger King — similar yet different. 

Talking of differences, the fi rst thing you notice is how distinctive 
the two look: one looks like a star and the other like a struggling 
actor (no pun intended). The Maruti clearly zips past the Mahindra 
when you talk of pure aesthetics. The dual-tone paint scheme, 
European styling, muscular stance and those strong lines and creases 
all around the Brezza make it a stunning compact SUV to look at.

The Mahindra, on the other hand, seems to have a design that is 
quite futuristic in its approach. The styling somehow looks as if it 
will be able to win hearts in the future, but for today it looks too 
hip. I am sure that there are people out there who would appreciate 
the beauty, if I may say so, of the KUV100; for me, though, there is 
simply too much happening on the aesthetic front. The designers 
have done a good job, but, personally speaking, the styling of the 
KUV100 will take some time to grow on me.

There is stark contrast inside. The exterior maybe futuristic, but 
the interior sticks to present day, which really is from a few years 
ago. The dual-tone black-and-grey theme cabin exudes the feeling a 
car from the 1990s, when a monotone interior dictated the ordinary 
man’s car, and that gear-shifter, part of the centre console, simply 
shouts about form giving way to function. The reason for the 
location of that shift stick is to make room for a third passenger in 
the front. Unfortunately, we did not have that variant for this 
comparison test; we had the five-seat top-end variant. The basic 
layout is pretty simple and made for practicality and it surely 
represents that. The quality, however, is satisfactory if not great. I 
wish that the company had invested more time in designing a funky 
cabin, which would have appealed a lot more to the youth, the 
KUV100’s target audience.

The Maruti, on the other hand, truly epitomises the need of the 
hour for a funky interior. The dark grey theme gives it an edge over 
the dull grey interior of the KUV100. The neatly laid-out dashboard 

with bits borrowed from the Ciaz, such as the infotainment screen, 
looks quite nice and eye-pleasing. The square-ish instrument 
console is easy to read and different, and, honestly, adds some 
aesthetic value to the whole deal. Quality of plastics, fit-and-finish 
and feel are certainly better than the Mahindra’s and the overall feel 
is warm and welcoming. 

Being sub-four-metre compact SUVs, both these cars are almost 
on a par in the space war. But if I had to nit-pick, then the Brezza 
trumps the KUV with slightly more knee-room (35 mm, to be exact) 
at the rear. Overall headroom is also better in the Brezza, despite 
being slightly shorter than the KUV. The boot-space in the Brezza 
is also better compared to that in the KUV as you get a volume of 
328 litres, plus the rear seats fold down completely, turning it into a 
flat bed at the back. The Mahindra, on the other hand, gives you 
243 litres of boot volume which can be bumped up to 473 litres with 
the rear seats folded. But unlike the Brezza, the KUV100 has hidden 
storage spaces underneath the floor and a storage tray under the 
front passenger seat. The KUV might be lacking a little in room but 

smart packaging and hidden storage spaces make it quite appealing. 
Feature-wise, both the SUVs are well matched… well, almost. 

The top-end variants tested here comes with a host of features. The 
infotainment screen in the Brezza does all the talking and it packs 
quite a punch. Mirror-link technology mirrors your smartphone on 
to the screen, smartphone connectivity via Bluetooth where you get 
the usual telephony options along with the feature of turning your 
phone into a remote control device for the system. It also doubles 
up as a navigation device and also a display for the reverse camera. 
Smart? The Maruti system definitely is.

The Mahindra uses a display that is primitive as compared to the 
Maruti’s. Its tiny dimensions remind one of the displays that were a 
common thing in the past. The redeeming feature here is that it 
gives you a lot of information, though all in black and white. It has 
Bluetooth, USB and Aux connectivity and also the capability to 
connect your smartphone via the Mahindra Blue Sense app. The 
KUV also comes with a micro hybrid system, engine start-stop, 
‘Power’ and ‘Eco’ modes, which are missing in the Maruti.

 Good looking and quality interior gives the 
Vitara Breeza an edge over the KUV100

 Utilitarian interior of the KUV100 is practical, however, it lacks the 
flair which is present in abundance in the Maruti
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Another feature in case of the KUV100 is the tiny screen in the left 
corner on the dashboard. This screen acts as display for the rear-
view camera. The Maruti might have a big touch-enabled screen for 
infotainment, but the practicality of the Mahindra’s unit is not bad 
at all. The Maruti also offers cruise control and a starter button, 
features that are missing in Mahindra. Clearly, with a few more 
features the Maruti is a straight winner in the feature-related war. 

Talking about the mechanicals, there is a difference between both 
these SUVs: to begin with, the engine size. The Maruti comes with 
the tried and tested 1,248-cc, in-line four-cylinder diesel engine, 
designated as the DDiS 200. It produces 90 PS at 4,000 RPM and 
200 Nm at 1,750 RPM. The KUV100, on the other hand, has a 
smaller, newly developed mFalcon D75, 1,198-cc in-line three, 
diesel engine, which is 50 cc and a cylinder less than the Brezza’s. 
The main difference is seen on the output front: the KUV produces 
78 PS at 3,750 RPM and 190 Nm from 1,750 to 2,250 RPM — 12 
PS and 10 Nm less than the Brezza.

The difference may not be too much but the character of these 
two motors certainly is. Starting with the three-pot diesel motor of 
the KUV100, I am actually excited to say that it feels quite refined 
and smooth. The harshness that some of the products from 
Mahindra have is absent from the mFalcon D75 motor. It is audible 
when you start the engine, but it is never discomforting. It pulls 
strongly from low revs as the arrival of the torque can be noticed 
from as low as 1,200 RPM. The engine refinement is better than 
what you notice on the four-cylinder motor of the Brezza, which, for 
some reason, feels a bit rough in comparison. The five-speed 
manual transmission mated to the KUV’s three-pot motor is also 
pretty slick and precise, though it takes time getting used to the 
console-mounted gear-stick. The gearing is shorter than in the 
Brezza, which allows you to shift up quickly while going at lower 
speeds. This, combined with good low-end output, makes the 
KUV100 an easy to drive compact SUV in the city. The driveability 
is simply the best we have seen from Mahindra to date.

The DDiS 200 engine from Maruti was once regarded as one  
of the best engines in the industry, but for some strange reason it 
doesn’t really feel all that great in the Brezza. Right from the 
moment when you thumb the starter button, the engine is clearly 

THE KUV100 IS MAHINDRA’S 
BEST EFFORT TO DATE  

AND THE BREZZA FEELS  
MORE LIKE JUST ANOTHER 

MARUTI PRODUCT
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audible and it continues to be so while driving as well. Sound-
damping needs some attention in the case of the Brezza. The 
engine, however, has the refinement and smoothness but it’s not on 
a par with the Mahindra’s. And then there is that dreaded  
turbo-lag. The engine produces max torque at 1,750 RPM, but it’s 
only after 2,000 revs 
that the Brezza feels alive. The peppiness of the engine, which is 
omnipresent on the Swift, is missing from the Brezza. It feels 
sluggish at times, especially when you wish to overtake on a 
highway. You have to be patient for that torque to arrive. This 
makes driving the Brezza in the city quite a task as you have to work 
that five-speed manual transmission just to maintain the flow of 
power and torque, making driveability a touch less enjoyable.

For people who will buy these products, performance is not really 

the priority. However, here are the figures to give you an idea in 
case you are an enthusiast looking for fun. The Brezza does the 
0–100 km/h sprint in just 12.88 seconds; the KUV100 does the 
same in 15.33 seconds. Roll-on timing, however, shows that the 
KUV100 is better. The Mahindra took 14.58 seconds to go from  
40 to 100 km/h in fourth gear, whereas the Brezza did the same in 
18.25 seconds, clearly showing that the smaller engine of the KUV 
is faster where it matters the most. In terms of the top speed, the 
extra 12 PS and 10 Nm help the Brezza; it posted a top speed of 
163.01 km/h. The KUV was not far behind either, for it posted a 
top whack of 153.0 km/h, which is just 10.01 km/h faster. The 
Brezza may do 0-100 km/h faster and have a better top-speed  
figure but the KUV100’s better low-end power helps it when it 
comes to overtaking.

 With 12 PS and 10 Nm more, the Brezza’s 1.3 unit performs better, 
however, it lacks the low and mid-range grunt 

 The KUV100’s three-pot motor is efficient and has good low-end 
grunt. Refinement is also one of the key highlights of this engine

Brezza, on the other hand, proves that Maruti engineers have been 
busy improving the handling of their products. Take a corner with 
some speed, and the Brezza sticks to its line quite well, without 
giving you the jitters. The slightly firmer setup on the Brezza makes 
it a better-handling car.

The steering on the Mahindra is well-weighted and feels better 
than the Brezza’s, although some more feedback from it would be 
appreciated. The Brezza’s steering is on the lighter side, which feels 
good in the city but vague on the highway and in corners. The 
brakes are good on both these cars and have enough power to stop 
with confidence.

As for fuel efficiency, the Brezza takes the cake with a high 
overall figure of 18 km/l. The KUV100 is just 0.25 km/l behind with 
a figure of 17.75 km/l. This means both are well-matched in terms 
of fuel efficiency.

1 This small reverse camera screen 
proved to be a highly practical aid

2 The KUV100 might have 35 mm less 
knee-room as compared to the Brezza’s, 
but it is quite good for an average sized 
Indian adult 

3 The KUV100 proudly wears the 
mFalcon badge, which is one of the best 
engines from Mahindra to date

4 243-litre boot is quite good but fold 
down those seats and you have 473 litres 
at your disposal 
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MARUTI SUZUKI 
VITARA BREZZA ZDi+

PRICE
Rs 9.86 lakh (ex-Pune)

ENGINE
Diesel, 1,248 cc, I4, turbocharged

TRANSMISSION
Five-speed, manual, front-wheel-drive

MAX POWER 
90 PS at 4,000 RPM

MAX TORQUE 
200 Nm at 1,750 RPM

FUEL-EFFICIENCY 
18.2 km/l

MAHINDRA  
KUV100 K8

PRICE
Rs 6.94 lakh (ex-Pune)

ENGINE
Diesel, 1,198 cc, I4, turbocharged

TRANSMISSION
Five-speed, manual, front-wheel-drive

MAX POWER 
78 PS at 3,750 RPM

MAX TORQUE 
190 Nm at 1,750-2,250 RPM

FUEL-EFFICIENCY 
17.75 km/l

The dynamic ability of both these compact SUVs is pretty 
similar. The Mahindra features softer suspension as compared to 
the Brezza’s, which rides on a softer setup as well but it is slightly 
firmer than the KUV’s. So far as the ride quality is concerned, both 
the Maruti and Mahindra impressed me equally. Both are quite 
capable of absorbing whatever the dreaded Indian roads have to 
offer. Be it potholes, ruts, undulations or speed humps, both take 
everything into their stride quite well. The ride quality of the 
KUV100 is slightly better because of that softer setup. 

This setup may be great for ride quality, but so far handling is 
concerned, it tends to eat into the fun factor. Both the Mahindra 
and Maruti have noticeable body-roll, though it is not bothersome. 
Throw the KUV100 into a corner and you will notice that the soft 
setup kind of ruins the fun. It sticks to the chosen line but it feels 
slightly nervous while tackling corners with enthusiasm. The 

THE KUV100 HAS A BETTER RIDE 
QUALITY, DECENT HANDLING 

AND JUST ENOUGH FEATURES 
TO MAKE IT CONTEMPORARY
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VERDICT
Overall, the KUV100 has a better ride quality, decent handling and 
just enough features to make it contemporary. The Brezza, on the 
other hand, wins on many fronts such as aesthetics, features, and 
handling. The biggest weapon in the KUV100’s arsenal, however, is 
its price. The model we tested here was the top-of-the-line K8 
variant with five seats, which costs Rs 6.94 lakh (ex-Pune). The 
Brezza tested here was the top-end ZDi+ variant, which is priced at 
Rs 9.86 lakh (ex-Pune), thus making it a lot more expensive than 
the top-end KUV100. The price difference is huge, but the KUV100 
is a very capable compact SUV from Mahindra. It feature very good 
driveability, ride quality and comes equipped with modern features. 
Performance-wise it is slightly slower than the Maruti but then the 
Maruti gains from extra power and torque and one more cylinder. 
The KUV100 is Mahindra’s best effort to date and the Brezza feels 
more like just another Maruti product.

You do get a lot more features and a better-looking vehicle in the 
form of the Brezza, but I don’t really think that the KUV100 is a bad 
product. The massive gap of almost Rs 3 lakh between the KUV100 
and the Brezza is simply too much to justify. The KUV100 is 
probably the best product from Mahindra today and if you are ready 
to overlook the design and a few features, the KUV makes perfect 
sense as a value-for-money proposition.
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